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Planning Template
Directions: This planning template is designed to assist with professional development for
educators as they learn to create Student Learning Objectives (SLOs). A complete SLO must include
the information on Learning Goals, Assessments, and Targets found in the sections below.
The recommended Utah SLO template for district, school, and educator use is available at
http://schools.utah.gov/cert/Educator-Effectiveness-Project/Resources.aspx. For efficiency
purposes, educators may choose to use the Utah online SLO template also available at this site.
Instructions and examples are imbedded into the online template for convenience.
Course/Grade Level Information
Course Name

Social Studies and Informational Writing

Brief Course
Description and
Number of
Students

6th grade Social Studies class with 31 students.

Grade Level(s)

Grades 6-8

Process, Implementation Timeline, and Sign-Offs
Names and current job
positions of those
developing this SLO

6th Grade Social Studies Teacher, Midvale Middle School,
Canyons School District

Administrator/Supervisor
Name and Title
Administrator/Supervisor
sign-off of initial SLO
Date final SLO is due to
determine educator
effectiveness rating

Canyons School District Social Studies Specialist

May 20, 2014
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Establish a Learning Goal: Write your proposed Learning Goal. Then thoroughly complete the
planning information. The planning information is used to guide the SMART review. Finalize your
Learning Goal (as needed) once you have completed the SMART review.
SMART Review: Use this protocol to determine alignment of the SLO Learning Goal.
Specific –Learning Goal is focused on the big idea and Utah Core content standards.
Measurable – Learning Goal is able to be appropriately and adequately assessed (note the
Assessments section below will identify the specific assessment to be used).
Appropriate – Learning Goal is within the educator’s control to effect change and is important
and meaningful for students to learn during the identified time span.
Realistic –Learning Goal, while ambitious, is achievable for both educators and students, during
the time span identified.
Time Limited –Learning Goal can be evaluated within the time under the educator’s control.
A Learning Goal describes what students will be able to do at the end of the course or grade based on
course or grade-level Utah Core content standards and curriculum.

Proposed SLO Learning Goal
Write the proposed SLO
Learning Goal then
complete the planning
information.

After analyzing informational texts on how history has been
impacted by the experiences, choices, actions, and influences
of individuals and groups, students will write a multi-paragraph
informative text, including the narration of historical events.
Students will be able to introduce the topic and support it with
relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and quotations,
using appropriate transitions, precise language, and
domain-specific vocabulary, including a concluding statement
that supports the information presented.
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A Learning Goal describes what students will be able to do at the end of the course or grade based on
course or grade-level Utah Core content standards and curriculum.

Planning Information for the Learning Goal
Identify the big idea
supported by the Learning
Goal.

Reading about historical issues and interpreting various
perspectives and then writing about these issues to convey
ideas and thoughts allows for greater understanding of cause
and effect and historical comprehension.

List all Utah Core content
standards that are associated
with this big idea, (include
the text and code of the
standards).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support
analysis of primary and secondary sources.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information
of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of
a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law,
how interest rates are raised or lowered).

Explain why this Learning
Goal is important and
meaningful for students to
learn.

It is critical for students to be able to view patterns in history in
order to understand change over time. Specifically, student
should be able to read and understand information found in
primary and secondary sources. Students also need to be
able to read informative text and extract the most relevant
information to support their chosen topic.

Describe how the Learning
Goal requires students to
demonstrate deep
understanding of the
knowledge and skills of the
standards or big idea being
measured.

The Learning Goal requires a DOK Level 3 or 4 for students to
be able to distill information from multiple primary and
secondary sources, to analyze and organize the content into
an informative or explanatory essay writing, which requires
critical thinking and reasoning.
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A Learning Goal describes what students will be able to do at the end of the course or grade based on
course or grade-level Utah Core content standards and curriculum.

Planning Information for the Learning Goal
Being specific to the
different aspects of the
Learning Goal, describe the
instruction and strategies
that will be used to teach
this Learning Goal.

1. Students will be taught to read for information and note facts or details that support a question or topic.
2. Students will be taught the structure of informative writing, including how to write strong introductions
(including topic sentences/thesis statements), body (including reasons/details to support topic and linking
phrases), and conclusions/concluding statements.
3. Students will practice writing short informative pieces with teacher support.
4. Students will independently write a rough draft that includes information that directly relates to the stated
topic. Students should complete a plan to organize their ideas before beginning their draft. The draft should
include reasons or details that clearly support the topic as well as a concluding statement or paragraph.
They will then be asked to edit their work, including a parent evaluation, and peer evaluation; then they will
revise their work to create a final product.

Identify the time span for
teaching the Learning Goal
(e.g., daily class - 45
minutes, two days a week
for the entire school year).

Students in grade 6-8 should have regular and ongoing
opportunities over the course of a year to write informative
papers in class. They will complete informative quick writes to
respond to content 2 times a week, with fully developed
pieces that undergo the entire writing process approximately 3
times during the academic year.

Explain how this time span
is appropriate and sufficient
for teaching the Learning
Goal.

The learning goal focuses on the process of developing a strong
informative piece of writing. This goal requires a year-long
process of teaching, practice, and assessment. The quick writes
as well as the three fully-developed, independent pieces during
the year will provide assessment data to focus instruction on
improving writing by the end of the academic year.

Final SLO Learning Goal
From the SMART review
above, finalize the SLO
L earning Goal.

Students will read informational texts, both primary and
secondary sources that address a specific social studies topic
and write informative pieces that address a question related to
the topic using supports and evidence from the text.
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Document Assessments and Scoring: Use the planning information below to develop and tailor the
description and use of Assessments and Scoring.
Assessments are standards-based, of high quality, and designed to best measure the knowledge and skills
found in the SLO Learning Goal. Assessments should be accompanied by clear criteria or scoring rubrics
to describe the level at which students have learned.

Planning Information for Assessments and Scoring
Explain how student
performance is defined and
scored using the chosen
Assessment(s). Include the
specific scoring rubric
and/or criteria to be used.
Describe how often you will
collect data to monitor
student progress toward the
Learning Goal.

An informational writing rubric from the Literacy Design
Collaborative will be used to evaluate student writing in social
studies. The 4-point analytical rubric evaluates: 1) focus, 2)
controlling ideas, 3) reading, 4) development, organization,
conventions, and content understanding.

At the beginning of the year, students will be given an informational passage and asked to write a paragraph
about what they read, including the most important details, in their own words. Written responses will be
evaluated to determine student level of understanding by their ability to include key ideas and relevant details.
Students will regularly be asked to write an informative response to text. The teacher will evaluate students’ use
of specific components that are being taught at that time, including use of transitions, topic sentences, or
relevant facts to support the topic.
Students will create three pieces of informative writing during the year to show growth in both skills and content.
The first piece will be completed within the first 6 weeks, the second as a mid-year benchmark, and the third to
be in the final month of the year.

Explain how you will use
this information to
differentiate instruction
for all students toward the
Learning Goal (e.g., gifted
and talented, ELL, special
education).

All students will need to have knowledge of how to read for information. Students will be given experience extracting
and analyzing information from a text to write it in their own words. All students will be provided with instruction and
available note-taking forms to help them organize information that is important from their reading. Teacher will make
photocopies of text so struggling students may highlight and be able to identify relevant information. Struggling and
ELL students will need assistance as they write their papers. Advanced learners will be encouraged to choose more
challenging topics. Explicit Instruction on informative writing will be provided throughout the year. Students need to
have regular opportunities to compose informative quick writes, with a focus on specific elements of a strong
informative piece, including transition words, topic sentences, concluding statements. Teachers will critically oversee
the writing development, pulling out and citing examples for constructive peer review. Some students may need
additional support that will be provided by small-group instruction to improve their writing, based on assessment data
collected by teacher in interviews and review of quick writes and larger assessment pieces throughout the year.

Assessment(s) for the SLO
Describe the Assessment(s)
(i.e., performance tasks and
their corresponding scoring
rubrics) that measure the
level of students’
understanding of the
Learning Goal1.

Students will write informative pieces about a U.S. historical
topic that introduces a topic, develops the topic with
elaboration, links ideas, and concludes the paper
demonstrating a clear understanding. The following topics will
be addressed in these informative pieces (the teacher should
identify the topics below):
1) Write on the emergence of world civilizations
2) Write on the impacts of the Renaissance
3) Write on how history has been impacted by the
experiences, choices, actions and influences of individuals
and groups (WWI, WWII, Cold War, etc…)

Assessments and scoring rubrics need to be rated as high quality using the Utah Assessment Review Tool.
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Establish Targets: Use the planning information to guide you to establish student learning Targets.
Targets: Targets are used to effectively project levels of proficiency toward the Learning Goal. Identify
the expected student learning outcomes by the end of the instructional period for the whole class as well as
for different subgroups, as appropriate.

Planning Information for setting Targets used to establish Educator Evaluation Ratings
Describe the courses, past
assessments, and/or
experiences used to establish
expected Target outcomes
for students’ understanding
of the Learning Goal.

Students’ previous performance on reading and locating
information, as well as informational writing on both previous
grade class work and the state test, will be used to place
students into high, average, and low-performing groups.

Identify the past
performance (e.g., grades,
test scores, etc.) of students
in the identified courses,
assessments, or other
sources of information to
categorize student levels as
their starting points prior to
instruction and learning.

Based on the above information, the percentage of students in
the three groups are as follows:

Level

Starting # or %

Low

17

Average

11

High

3

Expected SLO Student Learning Targets
Using students’ starting
points, identify the number
or percentage of students
expected at each Target
based on available data
about their performance(s).
Include any appropriate
subgroups.
Explain how these Target
outcomes demonstrate
ambitious, yet realistic goals
for measuring students’
understanding of and
progress toward the
Learning Goal.

Level
Low
Average
High

Starting # or %

3

21
7

Student targets are ambitious because they require all
students to show growth in quality of their informative writing.
It will challenge each to develop their writing in complexity,
structure, and length. It also will be a challenge for students
to include relevant reasons and details they gained from
reading an informational text. The targets are realistic
because they expect growth, but still take into consideration
the diverse needs and challenges of some students who may
not reach the “meets” or “exceeds” level of proficiency.
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Directions: Complete this section at the end of the instructional period (i.e., course, grade level).
This section records the final outcomes for your student learning Targets.
Actual Outcomes for Targets: Targets were used to project levels of growth and proficiency toward the
Learning Goal. Record the actual outcomes at the end of the instructional period for the whole class as well as for
different subgroups, as appropriate.

Record the actual number
Level
or percentage of students
Low
who achieved the Targets
set in the section above at
the beginning of the
Average
instructional period. Include
any appropriate subgroups
as noted above.
High

Actual # or %

11
12
7

Please provide any comments you wish to include about actual student learning Target outcomes
and proficiency levels.
I found that many students made gains in assessing the targeted outcomes, however the
end goal was not met. In reflecting upon this, I found that I was a bit too ambitious with the
learning goals. Many of the students who were identified as lower were extremely below
and did make considerable gains through this process, just not enough to move them into
the next category. In the future I would like to set goals that account for growth of all
students, not just movement through different levels of proficiency.
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Establish Educator Ratings: Use the table below to review the SLO with the administrator/
supervisor and document the educator rating based on the established Learning Goal,
Assessment(s), and Targets.
Educator Ratings: Educator rating results are based on the SLO Targets.
Does Not Meet
Based on the students’
starting points, students
performed worse than
expected.

Partially Meets
Based on the students’
starting points, students
partially performed as
expected.

Meets
Based on the students’
starting points, students
performed as expected.

Exceeds
Based on the students’
starting points, students
performed better than
expected.

Administrator/Supervisor comments:
This is a good skill based SLO. Targets were difficult to set because it was only for a
partial year so they were a bit high, but overall this is a good SLO.

Date

Administrator/ Supervisor Signature

May 28, 2014

Scott Lambert

Date

Educator Signature

May 15, 2014

Dan Ashbridge

(the signature does not necessarily indicate agreement with the rating)
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